Philosophy H-580







  Spring, 2005
Prof. D.M. Farrell

322 University Hall

292-1534

farrell.4@osu.edu
Office hours: Mondays and Wednesdays 10:30-12:00;
other times by appointment

Text

Our primary text will be Gregory Pence, Classic Cases in Medical Ethics (New York: McGraw-Hill, 2004; fourth edition), and chapter-references below are to this text.  In addition, though, we will do a good deal of reading from other sources.  Some of the latter readings will be distributed in class, others will be found (by you) in newspapers and medical journals and on the Internet.  Be prepared to do a great deal of reading and research for your small-group presentation.
Course aims

Our aim is to identify and think (and talk) seriously about a number of ethical or moral issues in contemporary medicine and medical research.  We’ll proceed by studying some classic cases involving these issues, identifying the issues raised by these cases, stating the pros and cons of various stances on those issues, and studying some moral theories that purport to be able to help us take intelligent stands on these issues.  Our principal aim is not to resolve these issues but to put ourselves into a position where we can plausibly say we understand them and understand, as well, the best arguments that can be given on each side.
Requirements

Regular attendance is mandatory, participation strongly encouraged.  There will be periodic ad hoc writing assignments (I’ll explain these in class), as well as two short (three- to five-page) papers during the first half of the quarter.  Students will also be required to do a small-group presentation (more on this at our first session) and to submit a final term paper on a topic chosen in consultation with the instructor.  The ad hoc writing assignments and the two papers will together account for approximately thirty-percent of the final grade.  The small-group presentation will account for approximately twenty-percent of the final grade.  The final paper will account for approximately fifty-percent of the final grade.  Attendance and participation will be taken into account in a manner to be explained at the first class.

Syllabus

Week I
Introduction to the field; short reading period
3/28
Quill; Schiavo; introductory remarks; brief introduction to moral theory

3/30

No class  [Read Chapters 1-4 and work on first writing assignment]
Week II
Moral issues of death and dying: refusing treatment
4/4
First-person refusal of treatment: McAfee (Chapter 3); Bouvia (Chapter 3); first writing assignment due
4/6
Third-party decisions and the idea of surrogate decision-making: Quinlan Chapter 2); Cruzan (Chapter 2)
Week III
Moral issues of death and dying: physician-assisted suicide and the Hippocratic Oath
4/11
Physician-assisted suicide: Quill (Chapter 4)
4/13

Hippocrates and the moral responsibilities of physicians (Chapter 4)
Week IV
Impaired neonates: some moral issues
4/18

Baby Jane Doe and the “Baby Doe” rules (Chapter 9); first paper due
4/20
Euthanasia in the Netherlands and the supposed distinction between “killing” and “letting die” (readings to be distributed in class)
Week V
Organ transplantation: some moral issues
4/25
The “God Committee” and the problem of demand and allocation (Chapter 13)  (Read Chapter 12 for relevant background.)
4/27

Baby Theresa: anencephaly and the acquisition problem (Chapter 14)
Week VI
Genetic testing and gene technology: some moral issues
5/2
Wexler: (prospective) knowledge and moral integrity (Chapter 16); second paper due
5/4

Technology and its moral aspects (readings to be distributed in class)

Week VII
Healthcare allocation in a just society
5/9
Some facts about healthcare availability and some putative problems (Chapter 18)
5/11
Some theories of justice and their implications (excerpts from John Rawls, A Theory of Justice, and Robert Nozick, Anarchy, State and Utopia)
Week VIII
Small-group presentations

5/16

First small-group presentation
5/18

Second small-group presentation

Week IX
Small-group presentations

5/23

Third (and possibly fourth) small-group presentation
5/25

Final small-group presentation(s)
Week X
Summing up
5/30

Holiday; no class
6/1

Where have we been?  What have we accomplished?
The final paper will be due in class on Wednesday, June 1st.  Early papers are welcome.
